Abun is an isolating language which makes little use of affixation in its grammatical system. 
Affixation is frequently a means whereby other languages indicate such things as tense, aspect and 
mood. Also affixation is often present to signify grammatical relations such as Subject, Object, Indirect 
Object etc. However, all affixation in Abun is derivational in nature and is mainly concerned with class 
changes. Therefore when it comes to grammatical relations or the variations of tense, aspect and mood to 
be found in Abun there are two key strategies which express these concepts: word order and particles. 

The Abun language, like all languages of the West-Papuan Phylum has SUBJECT VERB OBJECT word 
order. This word order is inflexible, insofar as the position of an entity in relation to the verb will encode 
what its grammatical relation is. The grammatical relations of subject and object are encoded by word 
order alone, with the subject always that constituent which immediately precedes the verb, and if there 
is an object it will immediately follow the verb. 

In Abun the constituent termed 'mood' is unmarked for the indicative and marked for other types. It is 
indicated by means of a clause final particle. One interesting feature of the mood particles is that in two 
instances, that of interrogative and indicative negative two particles may be used to indicate these 
moods. In Abun, the strategy of using two particles (as opposed to one) is mainly for the purpose of 
delineating the scope of the mood. Thus, in negated sentences the clause-final nde is always present, 
while the negation may be emphasized or focussed on a particular predicate by the particle yo, which is 
placed immediately preceding the predicate. 

In Abun, concepts concerned with tense are carried by time words or phrases and sequential 
conjunctions. In the case of complex sentences there are two subordinate conjunctions which convey 
tense concepts. These two conjunctions are described as being 'realis*, where a preceding clause refers to 
events already past, or 'irrealis', where a preceding clause refers to events that have not actually 
occurred, being either in future time or hypothetical. 

Abun distinguishes between alienable and inalienable possession. Inalienable possession is used 
when referring to parts of the body, 'whole-part* relationships (such as 'tree-leaf, *bird-feathers'], but not 
when referring to kinship terms. Inalienable possession is unmarked. The word order of the phrase is: 
POSSESSOR + POSSESSED. No form of marking whatever marks either possessor or possessed. When the 
possessor is indicated by a pronoun no distinctive possessive pronouns are used. Juxtaposition is 
sufficient to indicate the possessive relationship. 

Alienable possession is used to describe all other possessive relationships. In these cases Abun uses 
the possessive word bi. It is not possible to say that bi marks either the possessor or the possessed in the 
possessive phrase. Bi joins the two as a linker (Croft 1990:28-32). Thus, the alienable possessive phrase 
has the order of possessor + bi + possessed. 

The Abun language is classified as a Papuan language by Wurm (1982:206). It belongs to the small 
West Papuan Phylum. Wurm's classification of Abun as a language of Papuan type seems to be based 
mainly on its lexical inventory, with special reference to its set of personal pronouns, belonging to 
Wurm's set III (Wurm 1982:40). However, Abun has a number of Austronesian features. Most notable is 
the rigid word order of SUBJECT-VERB-OBJECT (SVO) as distinct from the Papuan SOV word order (Wurm 
1982:64). Other significant Austronesian features include: a very simple derivational morphology; with 
very little inflectional affixation; the common use of particles where verb affixation would be used in 
Papuan languages; the use of prepositions instead of postpositions; no special sentence medial verbs; a 
decimal numbering system as compared to the Papuan binary, trinary or quinary systems, and the 
existence of reduplicated adverbs. 

For a fuller description of Abun refer to Berry and Berry (1999). 
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